
Town of New Glarus

Plan Commission Minutes

Thursday, October 20, 2011
7:00 PM
Attendance: Bob Elkins, Dean Streiff (alternate), Gof Thomson, John Ott, and Reg Reis
Not in Attendance: Keith Seward, Duane Sherven, and John Freitag
Also in Attendance: Janie and Andrew Crawford, Sherry Wilde, Craig Galhouse (Assessor for the Town), Mike Fenley (Building Inspector), Dale Hustad (Town Attorney), and John Wright (Deputy Clerk)
Chair Pro Tem B. Elkins brought meeting to order at 7:04 PM

1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Deputy Clerk
2. Deputy Clerk Wright reported in the course of completing Special Assessment Requests for Title Companies his research reveals conditions that could potentially complicate the sale or division of property in the future.  Wright stated the preference of Ekum Abstract is to only note actual or potential charges for a property and if a letter is written to avoid addressing it to anyone in particular; see attached example mailed October 12, 2011. Deputy Clerk Wright asked if the group would like to discuss this further by adding it as an item to a future agenda; G. Thomson recommended for Wright to consult Attorney D. Hustad should the next time a question arises regarding whether to send a letter not directly related to a specific charge.  Without objection.
Deputy Clerk Wright stated he received a phone inquiry about a trailer located in the Town.  Wright reported that by way of his research and through the interview process with the client, Wright discovered the trailer is owned by one individual and sits on a lot owned by another individual.  Wright was informed by County Zoning that separate ownership of trailer and the property it resides upon was not allowed by County’s Code (see 4-3-3-2 C.).  It was agreed to add this item to next month’s agenda for further discussion.
3. G. Thomson moved to approve the 9/22/2011 minutes as presented.  The motion failed for lack of a second.  R. Reis noted he was not in attendance at the 9/22/2011 meeting.  J. Ott objected that the minutes contain information that has subsequently found to not be factual although they were accurate to what was reported.  J. Ott moved to retain paragraph 1 of item 4, retain the reference to the DATCP, and the paragraph containing the motion and the questions to be posed to Green County; 2nd G. Thomson.  B. Elkins called for a vote; R. Reis abstained because he was not in attendance.  Approval of the 9/22/2011 minutes carried as amended.
4. G. Thomson moved to untable the discussion of changes to Chapter §36 Driveways that were proposed by the Village of New Glarus in order to further discussion; 2nd B. Elkins.  Motion carried. The members reviewed answers to their questions posed at the September 22, 2011 meeting (see attached).  G. Thomson questioned why Town of New Glarus Chapter 36 should change if the Village standards are superior within all Districts of the Extraterritorial Zone (ETZ).  B. Elkins noted decisions within the ETZ cannot be modified by the Village Board, only returned for further review if that body does not agree with a joint decision.  J. Ott stated the Village could potentially amend Village standards, which would change the standards in the ETZ as a consequence.  Members wondered if Village Planner Roffers was possibly suggesting that driveway standards within the ETZ may be different from Town and Village standards.  G. Thomson moved to ask the Joint Extraterritorial Zoning Committee members for guidance on what they need from the Town Plan Commission members; 2nd D. Streiff.  Motion carried.  
5. B. Elkins noted that Town of New Glarus Board Supervisor Jim Hoesly was requested to find answers from Bob Rudd regarding questions raised at the September Plan Commission meeting.  Deputy Clerk Wright reported that according to the October 11, 2011 Regular Town Board minutes, Jim Hoesly received the following answers from Keith Foye of the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection to some of the questions above:

· A nutrient management plan is required; a property owner would need to work with County through the Land and Water Conservation Department to develop a plan

· The tax credit for participants can fluctuate if the requests exceed the $27 million in a given year; if the cap is exceeded, credits are prorated 
· Future development of property by participants who qualified for enrollment would not directly be affected, but the conversion fee that Bob Rudd previously stated would be eliminated (see March 24, 2011 Plan Commission minutes) only applies to properties in Exclusive Agricultural Zoning.  Because Green County does not have areas of Exclusive Ag Zoning, a conversion fee remains equivalent to three times the Class 1 value of the land or approximately $870 per acre
6. Updates
a. B. Elkins reported that the Town Board approved for the Town Chair or his designee to sign the Certified Survey Map that records the exchange of property between Gene Dahlk and neighbors Curtis and Renee Taylor. Deputy Clerk Wright had the document available for 1st Supervisor of the Town Board Dean Streiff to sign.
b. G. Thomson suggested that the scheduled meeting on October 25, 2011 be cancelled.  Chair Pro Tem Elkins gave an update on the Joint Town/Village Negotiation Committee meeting held September 29, 2011.  Sarah Pittz and George Hall (formerly with the Department of Administration) of Vierbicher Associates (VA) gave a presentation at the meeting.  Pittz reported that Gary Becker of VA would write the bulk of the Cooperative Boundary Agreement if the contract is approved.  Vierbicher’s approximate cost would be $20,000, whereas MD Roffers would be approximately $10,000.  It was noted that MD Roffers has worked on approximately six such agreements.  Attorney Hustad noted neither bid was guaranteed.  
7. The next meeting will be Thursday, November 17, 2011 at 7:00 PM.  K. Seward will not be in attendance; B. Elkins will act as Chair.  Agenda items will include: Report on Local Assessments by Craig Galhouse; Discussion of Trailer Issue; Update on Joint Town/Village Negotiation Committee.  G. Ott moved to adjourn; 2nd J. Ott.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM.                                                                                       
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