
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, October 13, 2011
7:00 PM
Attendance: Russ Whitacre, Ellen Caskey, Chris Narveson (arrived 7:08 PM), Pete Raskovic (arrived 7:20 PM), Chris Reis, Andy Elkins, and Deputy Clerk John Wright
Not in Attendance: Pete Shaffer (alternate) and Keith Seward (alternate)
Chair Whitacre brought the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

1. Review Proper Posting - confirmed by Deputy Clerk Wright.

2. E. Caskey moved to accept the regular minutes of 9/08/2011; 2nd A. Elkins.  No further discussion; motion carried.  
3. Deputy Clerk Wright reported he swore in new member Andy Elkins who agreed to fill the vacant term that expires 7/31/2017 and new member Chris Reis for the term that expires 7/31/2015.  
4. Chair Whitacre stated that he has had ongoing communication with Dianne Moller of Hoo’s Woods Raptor Center.  R. Whitacre reported that the Town Board approved payment to Ms. Moller; Whitacre will present Moller the check the evening of the performance, Thursday, October 20, 2011.  Whitacre stated that Ms. Moller will arrive at 6:30 PM; she can use assistance bringing the birds into the High School the night of the workshop.  E. Caskey stated that Mike Weasner will instruct her on how to set up the AV equipment; Caskey will videotape the performance.  Chair Whitacre reported his press release appeared in today’s edition of the Post Messenger Reporter.  It was noted that the flyers were mailed on Friday, October 7, 2011; many thanks for Russ and Ellen’s efforts to make that possible.  E. Caskey reported she created copies to insert in Friday Folders and sent additional flyers to be posted at the High School building.  Caskey stated the Science Club will sell chocolate squirrels as a fundraiser during the performance.  Deputy Clerk Wright agreed to deliver copies of workshop materials to the New Glarus Public Library for those unable to attend, including a copy of video footage on a DVD.  
5. Chair Whitacre explained to the new members the amount and purposes for fund lines contained in the annual Parks budget.  Whitacre directed the group’s attention to the updated 2011 Budget to Actual for Year-to-Date, which includes items yet to be paid and possible expenses that can be prepaid with permission from the Town Board.  There was a brief review of the remaining expenses that have yet to be completed and paid.  E. Caskey moved to recommend that the Town Board approve 2011 Parks Budget amendments as follows:
· Prepay the purchase of 500 Forever stamps totaling $220 from the unused portion of the per diem fund line

· Request that the $1,000 in the Park Site Evaluation fund line be added to the Town Hall/Town Park Sinking Fund 
· Prepay the purchase of prairie seed mix up to $850 using $595 from the Workshops/Projects fund line of and $255 from the unused per diem fund line
C. Narveson seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion; motion carried.  R. Whitacre requested C. Narveson to introduce these recommendations to the Town Board at their next regular meeting on November 15, 2011; without objection.  Whitacre agreed to contact Clerk-Treasurer Salter to request this item be added to that agenda.
6. The group reviewed the October 5, 2011 Joint Town/Village Parks Committee meeting.  Chair Whitacre explained to the new members there are three members of the Village Parks and Recreation Committee.  Whitacre noted the Town Parks contributed $300 for a liner for an ice skating rink located in the winter of 2011 at Glarner Park.  There has been some discussion in the past about possibly repurposing the vacated library space in the Village Hall for a community center.  There was brief discussion about a possible joint Town/Village Dog Park and the dredging of Hoesly Pond being coordinated by the FFA Alumni.  R. Whitacre stated the use of Village Park resources by Town residents is being discussed by the Joint Town/Village Negotiation Committee.  A. Elkins recommended requesting the use of the dredged soil from Hoesly Pond from the FFA Alumni to fill areas previously identified at the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy.
7. Updates
a. R. Whitacre welcomed the new members to the Commission.  Chris Reis lives on STH 39; she works in the cardiac ultrasound unit at St. Mary’s Hospital in Madison.  The Reis family has many animals they care for; many are strays and others are being rehabilitated.  Andy Elkins is a scoutmaster in Town and lives on CTH W.  He was previously employed by Coca Cola.  Whitacre worked for Oscar Meyer, has resided in Maine, and relocated to New Glarus with his wife to enjoy small town life.  E. Caskey teaches at the elementary school.  She spends some of her summers in Greece and on Isle Royale in Wisconsin.  C. Narveson has lived in New Glarus for over twenty years; he is a Trustee on the Town Board and was subsequently appointed to the Parks Commission.  P. Raskovic has lived in New Glarus on CTH for eight years; he has resided in New Jersey and New York before moving to Pennsylvania.  He is an ASE Certified mechanic who has worked with a variety of racing teams.  Raskovic has witnessed the overdevelopment of open space in Pennsylvania and has joined the New Glarus Parks Commission in part to preserve open space here.  

Whitacre noted there is still one vacancy on the Commission to be filled.  P. Raskovic agreed to contact Chad and Nichole Yuan; without objection.  Raskovic stated he had spoken with Mary Anne Oemichen and she indicated she is too busy at this time.
b. R. Whitacre stated there is a Facebook page (http://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Glarus-Area-Dog-Park/100281206749248) for the proposed New Glarus area dog park hosted by Dog Face Pet Services.  Whitacre gave a brief report of those who came to the inaugural meeting.  There was brief discussion about possible locations for a dog park in the Village and Town.  R. Whitacre stated the supporters of a New Glarus area dog park group want a facility that is self-supporting.  A. Elkins stated there is a smaller dog park (Badger Prairie Dog Park) off of Old County PB in Verona that might be a good prototype to investigate.  R. Whitacre stated the FFA Alumni want to make the Hoesly Pond area dog friendly, but not a dog park per se.  C. Narveson thought Dr. Kruse’s property south of the New Glarus Veterinary Clinic would be an ideal location as well, although parking would be a problem.  R. Whitacre stated from his research it normally takes about three years to develop a new dog park.  P. Raskovic stated that at the current prices for open land, it would be a good investment for the Town to preserve open space for future generations.  
c. Chair Whitacre reported he and Deputy Clerk Wright met with GIS Specialists Mark Gonzales on Thursday, October 6, 2011.  Gonzalez was confident he could create a useful map detailing the information on improved streambanks with public access for the 2011 Parks Plan, for the Parks website, and could print two large maps.  Deputy Clerk Wright spoke with Mr. Gonzalez today; he should be able to begin on the project tomorrow or early next week.  Wright agreed to keep the members updated.
d. R. Whitacre briefly reviewed the October updates to the 2011-2012 Programming Guide.  
8. C. Narveson reported David Strudthoff, the New Glarus School District Superintendent, presented a plan for expanding the High School for a new Middle School facility and repairing the Elementary School to the Town Board; this issue is on the November 8, 2011 referendum.  P. Raskovic stated a vocational educational committee will meet to discuss the creation of an automotive program; the meeting is on Monday, October 17, 20911 at 7:00 PM at Ticino’s Pizzeria Restaurant.  A. Elkins asked Raskovic about the possibility of partnering with local technical colleges; Raskovic stated he has encountered resistance from those resources regarding the level of certification he is seeking.  
9. The next regular meeting was scheduled for Thursday, November 10, 2011 at 7:00 PM.   Agenda items will include the following: Review Raptor Workshop; Discuss Website Hosting in 2012 and Possible Prepayment of Fourth Quarter/2013 Hosting, Report on Google Analytics for Parks Website; Updates: Membership; Map Detailing Streambank Improvements; Joint Dog Park; and Programming.  K. Seward cannot be in attendance and E. Caskey has a possible conflict.
E. Caskey moved to adjourn; 2nd by A. Elkins.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM. 
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