VILLAGE OF NEW GLARUS/TOWN OF NEW GLARUS
JOINT PARKS COMMITTEE

October 5, 2011
Chairman Greg Thoemke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Town members present: Russ Whitacre, Keith Seward, Pete Raskovic (6:48) and Chris Narveson (7:00).  Village members present: Mark Janowiak and Greg Thoemke.  Also Present: Mary Ellen Kelly, Sue Leverich, Village President Jim Salter and Village of New Glarus Administrator Nicholas Owen.

Approval of Agenda: Motion by Mark Janowiak to approve the agenda, second by Keith Seward.  Motion carried
Approval of Minutes of the 7/14/11 Meeting: Motion by Mark Janowiak to approve the minutes of 7/14/11, second by Russ Whitacre.  Motion carried.  

Continue Discussion of a Joint Community Center: Consensus of the committee was to continue research on options for a community center. 
Continue Discussion of a Joint Dog Park: Russ Whitacre reported that approximately 20 people attended a community meeting held to discuss a potential dog park.  Responses on why people are interested in a dog park included: exercise, interaction with other pet owners, having a park closer to home, paying the fees locally rather than to Dane County.  The attendees indicated features they are looking for in a dog park include; parking, shade, benches, open space, water feature/access to drinking water for pets.  The attendees indicated they understood there would like be an annual fee/user fee as well as the need to assist with volunteer maintenance of the park.  Whitacre indicated that a facebook page (New Glarus Area Dog Park) has been started to gather more interest/input on the park.  
Mark Janowiak and Russ Whitacre met to review potential properties for the dog park.  One potential area reviewed was the Tell Shooting Barn.  Janowiak has had preliminary discussions with a few members of the Tell Guild and there is some interest.  Janowiak will be preparing a summary of the dog park for discussion by the full Tell Guild at their next meeting. 

The committee discussed the possible use of Hoesly Pond Park.  Sue Leverich indicated that the FFA alumni have discussed the possibility of allowing dogs at the park in some manner and they will have further discussion at their next meeting.  

The committee discussed if there are any statutory regulations for dog parks.  Russ Whitacre indicated he has not found any set standards, but all do have general rules and fees for use of the parks.  Others have separate areas for small and large dogs and agility courses.  Mark Janowiak added that he has spoken with a representative of the Dane County dog park in Verona and he would be willing to meet with the group and answer any questions.  

The committee discussed what type of plan would be needed for the layout of the park.  Pete Raskovic indicated he has contacts with a vocational college that has a Landscape Technology program where students would get credit for creating a plan for a project similar to this for no cost.  

Consensus of the committee was to continue research on the park.  

2011 Park and Recreation Reports: Administrator Owen provided a brief summary of the parks and recreation reports for 2011.  The committee briefly discussed participation and use numbers. 
Updates

Hoesly Pond: Administrator Owen informed the dredging work has been completed and the pond is filling.  The FFA Alumni are putting together a potential project list to use to seek funding for the additional improvements desired at the park. Sue Leverich added that the FFA alumni will be meeting Sunday for further discussion the on pond/park. 
Village Park Ice Skating Rink: Administrator Owen reported that the equipment should be usable again this year and staff will work on identifying a different location for this year, likely in Village Park.  
Public Comments: Sue Leverich asked if playground equipment is inspected annually?  Administrator Owen indicated there is no formal inspection; problems are addressed as they come up.  He will look into annual inspections.  
Leverich asked if there is a planned face lift for candy cane park due to the faded equipment.  Administrator Owen indicated there is not. 
Leverich asked if the Chalet of the Golden Fleece is a joint parks issue?  Administrator Owen indicated it is a Village Park issue.

Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items: Next meeting will be January 4th at Town Hall at 6:30 p.m.  Agenda items to include: Continue Discussion of a Joint Community Center, Continue Discussion of a Joint Dog Park and Updates on Hoesly Pond, Village Park Ice Skating Rink.  
Nicholas Owen, Administrator
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