
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, July 14, 2011
6:30 PM
Attendance: Russ Whitacre, Ellen Caskey, Keith Seward (alternate), Chris Narveson (6:50 PM), and Clerk-Treasurer Pattie Salter
Not in Attendance: Pete Shaffer (alternate) and Pete Raskovic 
Chair Whitacre brought the meeting to order at 6:50 PM

1. Review Proper Posting - confirmed by Clerk-Treasurer Salter.

2. C. Narveson moved to accept the regular minutes of 6/01/2011; 2nd E. Caskey.  No further discussion; motion carried.  
3. Chair Whitacre continued the discussion on the Farm Preservation Workshop, noting that member P. Raskovic could not be in attendance this evening.  R. Whitacre reported that he met with Kim Tschudy today; they discussed re-creating the brochure for a self- guided driving tour of barns in the area originally designed to coincide with Oktoberfest.  They also discussed Mr. Tschudy’s efforts assembling photos of structures on century homesteads within the Town and surrounding area for display purposes.   Whitacre stated that according to Mr. Tschudy, a group in Green County has a collection of historic farm structures throughout the County that they may be willing to share.  Mr. Tschudy also suggested having a barn dance; E. Caskey noted the Swiss Shooting Barn on CTH O could be available for such an event. Chair Whitacre stated that although there are many good ideas to choose from, the challenge is to narrow the focus and define a plan.  Whitacre will work with P. Raskovic to define a manageable event so that it can be scheduled and conducted; other ideas can be explored at some future date.  Whitacre plans on meeting jointly with Raskovic and Tschudy as well to finalize plans for what could be the first workshop in a series of many.
4. Chair Whitacre stated that Kim Tschudy purchased an additional copy of a Round Barns of Vernon County publication. Whitacre noted that owning a copy of the publication could help groups possibly involved in inventorying local barns understand where their efforts could lead.  R. Whitacre did not know how much Kim Tschudy would charge for the booklet. There was brief discussion about round barns in the surrounding area.  P. Salter reported that according to notes left by Deputy Clerk Wright, the cost of the publication is $10.  E. Caskey moved to purchase a copy of the Round Barns publication from Kim Tschudy for $10 from the Barn Preservation Workshop fund line; 2nd C. Narveson.  Motion carried.
5. Updates
a. The members present reviewed a letter of thanks printed on Town of New Glarus letterhead dated June 2, 2011; the original was signed by Whitacre and mailed to Nikki Raskovic to recognize her efforts to create a Town Parks logo.    
b. The members present reviewed the letter of eligibility sent by Mary Rothenmaier, Stewardship Grant Specialist with the Department of Natural Resources.  The letter allows the Town Parks Commission to apply for State and Federal grant funding for the next five years until June 2016.    K. Seward asked if the Commission members had future plans for submitting grant applications.  R. Whitacre expressed an interest in streambank restoration and possibly for the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy.  K. Seward asked if there was money available for trails; Whitacre replied there historically has been, but was uncertain if funding is still available.
c. Chair Whitacre reported that he met with Town Patrolman Dennis Nielson to see if it was possible for Nielson to mow areas of the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy.  Patrolman Nielson has agreed to mow down honeysuckle and sumac next Monday or Tuesday to allow the native plants to more fully emerge.  Nielson expressed concern with some areas due to steep grades.  Whitacre will mark the oak trees to be preserved.
d. Chair Whitacre reported he invited Highland resident John Ridley to attend this evening’s meeting to see if he might be interested in membership.  Whitacre reported that he sent Dave Lamp a copy of tonight’s agenda, but had not heard back from him.  E. Caskey thought Mr. Lamp’s evening teaching schedule may prevent him from regular attendance; C. Narveson stated the group could alter their meeting schedule to accommodate Mr. Lamp if that would help.  K. Seward stated that when he and Whitacre met independently, they thought a portion of the next regular meeting could be spent reviewing phone books and other sources of resident information to possibly identify people who could be contacted.   Clerk-Treasurer Salter suggested using the Town Poll List as a resource.  After a brief discussion about the talking points about time commitment and reasons to join, the Commission members agreed to spend a significant amount of time at the next meeting to identify candidates and divide them up between the Parks members to call.  K. Seward suggested inviting former Town Chair Mark Renner to speak on the importance of the Parks Commission for the Town since he advocated for its creation.  E. Caskey wondered aloud whether a Friends group could achieve the same goals as the Parks Commission to potentially remove some of the formality from the process.  Seward noted the Parks Commission is a statutorily defined entity with formal duties, but thought an informal adjunct to the body could also exist.  Poll List information will be sent to the Parks members to review prior to the meeting.
e. R. Whitacre briefly reviewed the July 2011 Programming Guide.  The Barn Workshop has been discussed previously as has the Parks Plan that was submitted to the DNR and a Letter of Eligibility issued.  Chair Whitacre noted the addendum map for streambank improvements with public access is time consuming and on-going.  It was noted that election of officers takes place at the August meeting and the Alphornman Triathlon will be held on August 7, 2011.  Whitacre noted his term on the Commission ends at the end of this month; Whitacre is willing to renew his membership for a vacant position that expires sooner than 2018.  Whitacre noted the 2012 Parks Budget discussion will need to begin by the September meeting.  The Raptor workshop will be held in the fall unless the Barns Workshop can be organized in time for that slot.  The Raptor workshop will have a format similar to the Bluebirding in Wisconsin workshop and will be held at the High School.  There was a brief discussion regarding the use of the Deputy Clerk to carry out many of the objectives of the Commission that may be better suited for members to complete.
6. There were no public comments.
7. The next regular meeting was scheduled for Thursday, August 18, 2011 at 6:30 PM.   Agenda items will include the following: Election of Officers; Review of Poll Lists for New Members and Defining Talking Points; Continue Barn Workshop Discussion; Report from Subcommittee Members who Met with Kim Tschudy; and Updates: Map Detailing DNR-Sponsored Streambank Improvements as an Addendum to the Parks Plan; Mowing; and Programming.  
C. Narveson moved to adjourn; 2nd by K. Seward.  Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.   
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