
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Wednesday, June 1, 2011
6:30 PM
Attendance: Russ Whitacre, Ellen Caskey (6:33), Keith Seward (alternate), Chris Narveson (6:39), and Deputy Clerk John Wright
Not in Attendance: Pete Shaffer (alternate) and Pete Raskovic 
Also in Attendance: Dave Lamp
Chair Whitacre brought the meeting to order at 6:40 PM

1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Deputy Clerk Wright.

2. K. Seward moved to accept the regular minutes of 5/16/2011; 2nd C. Narveson.  No further discussion; motion carried.  
3. Chair Whitacre continued the discussion on the Farm Preservation Workshop, noting member P. Raskovic overseeing its organization was not in attendance this evening.  Whitacre stated that Kim Tschudy was unavailable this evening.  K. Seward recommending adding this item to the July agenda when P. Raskovic and Kim Tschudy can be present; without objection.
4. Wright presented information he had prepared for streambank improvements with public access.  Wright reported he has been working with Chris Newberry the Conservation Technician for the Green County Land and Water Conservation Department to clarify the precise location of the improvements funded through Trout Unlimited efforts.  Wright also shared those improvements funded through the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR).  
Wright asked the members for feedback on what should be included on the final map besides the location of the improvements and the names of the waterways.  
C. Narveson suggested labeling highways and roads.  R. Whitacre asked about access to the improvement on the Mueller property; Wright replied that this portion of the Little Sugar River can be reached from Primrose Center Road.  K. Seward asked about production of the map.  Wright noted this body previously authorized for the map to be created as an addendum to the 2011 Parks Plan and approved the expense to produce the final map with the help of GIS specialists through the Office of the Green County Treasurer.  R. Whitacre stated there was no plan to produce a brochure; this information will be added to the 2011 Parks Plan as detailed above and will be added to the Parks website (under the Sports and Recreation heading).  After additional discussion it was agreed the map should include roads, road names, access points, waterways, areas of streambank improvement, and a key.  E. Caskey did not think the boundaries for the Village need to be included on the map.  
Deputy Clerk Wright introduced a map of the Great Lake States created for the National Fish Habitat Action Plan that identifies the level of risks for fish habitats; he wondered if this should be included with the streambank improvement map in the 2011 Plan.  C. Narveson thought the map from the Fish Habitat group might discourage people from enjoying our waters.  R. Whitacre wondered if a map focused on Green County from the same group was available; although the information was interesting, Whitacre did not think it was necessarily appropriate to the Parks Plan.  There was brief discussion regarding the online eagle cam.
5. Deputy Clerk Wright reported he incorporated the available 2010 census population statistics for the Town of New Glarus in the 2011 Parks Plan approved by the electorate at the Annual Town meeting, which was subsequently adopted by resolution by the Town of New Glarus Board.  Wright reported he inserted a copy of the signed and notarized resolution in the addenda materials.  This was submitted electronically and by mail to Renee Sanford, the Finance Team Supervisor for the WDNR in order for the Town of New Glarus to receive a Letter of Eligibility from that department.  The letter permits the Town to apply for State and Federal grants.
6. Chair Whitacre introduced a draft letter of recognition to Nikki Raskovic for her work to create a New Glarus Parks logo.  The group approved the letter as presented.  There was brief discussion of possibly adding the logo to the Town of New Glarus letterhead.  K. Seward stated he discuss this proposal with Clerk-Treasurer Salter.  
7. Updates
a. Chair Whitacre stated he contacted Village Administrator Nic Owen earlier today.  Three items will be addressed on the next Joint Town/Village Parks agenda: Updates on Hoesly Pond; Continued Discussion of a Community Center; and a Report and Discussion on the Seasonal Ice Rink at Glarner Park.  C. Narveson voiced his concerns about the dredging of Hoesly Pond proposed by FFA alumni and the need for DNR approval.  Narveson noted excavated sludge can be placed on the property, but not within wetland areas.  Narveson further noted that the natural spring should be protected while dredging with some plan for water containment.  Because of these complexities, Narveson feels the Village of New Glarus is better equipped than the FFA alumni to oversee this project with assistance of Village engineers.  R. Whitacre proposed a July joint meeting on the same night as the regular meeting that will be scheduled during the discussion of item 9.  C. Narveson stated he will be involved with the Green County Fair the week of July 20-24, 2011.    
b. Legler Valley Road resident David Lamp was present at the meeting by invitation of member E. Caskey.  He stated he appreciated the efforts of the Commission to conserve land and other resources.  Deputy Clerk Wright gave Mr. Lamp a copy of the updated 2011 Parks Plan for review.
c. Deputy Clerk Wright presented the updated Programming Guide for 2011.  R. Whitacre briefly touched upon the workshop programming.
8. R. Whitacre reported he received a note of thanks from Village Arborist Paul Jennrich for the $300 donation for trees planted at the Valle Tell Soccer field.  K. Seward agreed to share this information with the Town Board.  R. Whitacre reported he personally donated $20 towards the lunch provided to volunteers.  Whitacre stated the Bluebird Ridge conservancy may need mowing again this summer; Sullivan Landscaping mowed last summer.  Deputy Clerk Wright reported that Patrolman Nielson made an offer to lend the Town brush trimmer that has a two foot swath.  The members thought the brush trimmer was too small for mowing.  There was brief discussion regarding the use of the Town mower on the site.  K. Seward asked Deputy Clerk Wright to ask Clerk-Treasurer Salter to add this as an item to the Patrolman’s Report for the Regular Town Board agenda; without objection.  Whitacre reminded the members present of the stock car race invitation from member Pete Raskovic and their need to reply.
9. The next regular meeting was scheduled for Thursday, July 14, 2011 at 6:30 PM.   Agenda items will include the following: Continue Barn Workshop Discussion; Report from Subcommittee Members who Met with Kim Tschudy; and Updates: Map Detailing DNR-Sponsored Streambank Improvements as an Addendum to the Parks Plan; Membership; Letter sent to Nikki Raskovic; Date of Joint Parks Meeting, and Programming.  R. Whitacre will check with Village Administrator Owen to see if Village Parks and Recreation members will be available for a Joint Town/Village Parks meeting on July 14, 2011; without objection.
K. Seward moved to adjourn; 2nd by C. Narveson.  Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.   
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