
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Monday, February 21, 2011
6:30 PM
Attendance: Ellen Caskey (6:32 PM), Russ Whitacre, Pete Shaffer (alternate), Chris Narveson (6:34 PM), and Deputy Clerk John Wright
Not in Attendance: Pete Raskovic and Keith Seward (alternate)
Chair Whitacre brought the meeting to order at 6:34 PM
1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Chair and Deputy Clerk Wright
2. C. Narveson moved to accept the regular minutes of 1/20/2011 as presented; 2nd E. Caskey.  No further discussion; motion carried.  Deputy Clerk Wright stated that he presented notes this evening from the informational meeting held on February 10, 2011.  There was no quorum present so there is no formal need to approve the notes by motion; the notes will be added to the 2011 Parks Commission binder as a record of the discussion that evening; without objection.
3. Chair Whitacre asked the group to discuss the proposed changes to the Parks Plan.  Whitacre noted that a copy of the revisions will need to be provided the Town Board Trustees within the next week prior to their next regular meeting on March 8, 2011.  E. Caskey asked what would happen if the Plan is printed but not adopted by the Town Board at the Annual Meeting on April 12, 2011.  Wright stated that the March 8, 2011 Regular Town Board meeting is the opportunity for Trustees to object or make changes to the proposed final draft of the Parks Plan.  The electorate can vote to approve the Plan amended or accepted by the Town Board at the Annual Meeting on April 12, 2011.  The final step is to have the Town Board adopt the final draft approved by the electorate by resolution, presumably at the Town Board meeting immediately following the Annual Town Meeting.  
The following changes were discussed and approved: 

· Deputy Clerk Wright will update the page numbers in the Table of Contents once all the revisions have been made and will add Appendix V for addenda

· R. Whitacre questioned the wording on page 4; the word land will be inserted at the end of the first sentence of the last paragraph and the word an will be inserted prior to agricultural in the following sentence.  
· R. Whitacre referred to the second bullet point on page 17 and suggested it now read In general, there are numerous playgrounds, picnic areas, and scenic drives, such as Marty Road, a State-designated Rustic Road

· Deputy Clerk Wright noted that Exhibit I on page 19 will be eliminated requiring the remaining exhibits to be renumbered; all references to the remaining exhibits will need to be updated to reflect that change
· Section VII will need to be rewritten to reflect the identified goals and guidelines listed in Appendix III
· Deputy Clerk Wright noted that Section VIII has not been updated recently since each fund accrues monthly interest; the amounts will be updated prior to sending the final copy of the Plan to the printer, after it is reviewed by the Town Board at their March 8, 2011 meeting
· Wright recommended a statement to accompany each fund amount to indicate how much is added annually: Town Hall/Park Sinking Fund is 33% of the Annual Parks Budget; Community Project Sinking Fund is currently 20% of the Annual Parks Budget; and Impact Fee account contributions are dependent upon building permits issued for new residences
· R. Whitacre noted a typo in item 13 of Section VIII to be corrected
· Deputy Clerk Wright recommended adding item D. to Appendix V as an addendum to the Plan when the new Letter of Eligibility is received from the Wisconsin DNR

The members present reviewed the changes to Section VI, parts E. and F. recommended by member P. Raskovic who could not be in attendance this evening:

· The first two sets of changes coded in red ink were contained in sections that were recommended for deletion so those recommendations will be ignored  
· The recommendation to include methods of electronic social media to communicate with Town residents was discussed and was agreed to be included in the Parks Plan, but the ideal location will need to be determined
· The proposed amended language for Section VI, part E. 5 is already reflected in Section VI, part A. 4

· The language proposed for Section VI, part E. 6 will be added to Section VI, part E. 2 and it was agreed another possible joint project to add (because of ongoing discussion by the Joint Town/Village Parks Committee) would be a skate park
· The proposed language for Section VI, part E. 7 will be incorporated into a similar statement contained within Section VI, part A. 4
· The proposed language for Section VI, part E. 8 will be added to Section VI, part B. as item 5
· Section VI, part E. will be re-titled to read Town Support of Village-Owned and Managed Parks and Recreation Activities/Facilities
· The proposed addition of item 6 for Section VI, part F. will be inserted as recommended with some revisions to the wording
4. E. Caskey moved to recommend the proposed final draft of the updated Parks Plan to the Town Board for their review and approval and to authorize R. Whitacre and J. Wright to implement the discussed alterations and any other necessary changes for the sake of continuity, formatting, and flow; 2nd C. Narveson.  Motion carried.  R. Whitacre noted that the updated Plan lacks a cover.  R. Whitacre agreed to contact Richard Irland regarding progress on the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy sign and Nikki Raskovic to find out the status of the higher resolution Parks logo design approved by this body.
5. R. Whitacre reviewed possible dates provided by Village Administrator Nicholas Owen for rescheduling the cancelled Joint Town/Village Parks Meeting that was to have been held on February 2, 2011.  After brief review the group agreed they could meet on Tuesday March 22ndor Wednesday March 23rd.  Chair Whitacre will submit these two possible dates to Administrator Owen and will contact the Parks Commission members with the final meeting date when it is agreed upon.
6. Public Comments.  Deputy Clerk Wright stated that this month’s Parks Programming Guide reflected changes and dates for the Parks Plan approval process already known to the members through regular email updates.  Wright noted that Pete Raskovic (who could not be in attendance this evening due to a teaching conflict) is working on an agenda with Chuck Law for the series of workshops on Barn Preservation.  Chair Whitacre stated the notes for the informational meeting held on February 10, 2011 include his update on an alternate resource for the proposed Wisconsin Raptor workshop in October, 2011.  Whitacre received a quote of $350 total from an educational resource based out of Milton, Wisconsin.  It was noted the Raptor Education Group, Inc. had previously provided the Parks Commission a quote of $530.  Chair Whitacre stated he will email the group with a hypertext link to a webcam monitoring an eagle nest.  Whitacre agreed to contact Bob and Sue Rieser about the next Parks Commission meeting; the Riesers were recommended as members of the Commission.  Likewise, E. Caskey agreed to contact her neighbors Dave and Sally Lamp to see if they may be interested in membership on the Commission.
7. The next Joint Town/Village Parks and Recreation Committee meeting will be hosted by the Village on Tuesday, March 22 or Wednesday, March 23, 2011; Chair Whitacre agreed to contact Village Administrator Nicholas Owen with the two dates discussed in item 5.  The next regular meeting will be held on Thursday, March 10, 2011 at 6:30 PM at the Town Office.   Agenda items will include the following: Review the Agenda from the Cancelled February 2, 2011 Joint Meeting for Additions or Other Amendments; Raskovic update on Barn Renovation/Preservation Workshop Series; Discuss Date for Controlled Burn and Spring Roadside Cleanup; Town Annual Meeting Attendance to Support the Adoption of the Parks Plan by Resolution; Updates: Membership, Signage at the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy; Programming; Arbor Day tree planting date; Printing and Binding of the Parks Plan.  
C. Narveson moved to adjourn; 2nd by P. Shaffer.  Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.      
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