
Town of New Glarus

Plan Commission Minutes

Thursday, February 17, 2011
7:00 PM
Attendance: Dean Streiff (alternate), John Ott, Bob Elkins, and John Freitag
Not in Attendance: Keith Seward, Duane Sherven, Gof Thomson, and Reg Reis
Also in Attendance: Dale Hustad (7:04) and Deputy Clerk John Wright
Chair Pro Tem Freitag called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM
1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Chair Pro Tem and Deputy Clerk
2. Public Comments.  J. Ott wondered aloud whether the fact that all three volunteer members of the Plan Commission subcommittee to review revisions to the Code of Ordinances are also Town Board members may; somehow constitute a conflict of interest.  Ott volunteered to join this subcommittee to eliminate the possible appearance that the acceptance of the recommendations by the Town Board does not appear to be a foregone conclusion.  J. Freitag conditionally volunteered to serve as a member of this subcommittee, depending on when the group met.  D. Hustad noted that although other members are added there would still be a quorum of the Town Board on the subcommittee.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to contact the Town Chair for his input on the matter.  J. Freitag noted that the subcommittee will report to the Plan Commission first; therefore there will be a review prior to a recommendation to the Town Board and no conflict may exist.
3. J. Ott moved to approve the regular minutes of 110127; 2nd D. Streiff.  Motion carried; the regular minutes of 110127 were approved as presented. 
4. J. Freitag asked for a report from member J. Ott who had agreed to speak with Chief Dave Anderson of the New Glarus Fire Department regarding a recommendation for a minimum turnaround standard for Titus Lane.  
a. Ott reported that Dave Anderson would not recommend a turnaround standard less than that identified in Chapter 75 of the Town of New Glarus Highway Design Standards (see attached).  Ott stated that a variance would only make sense if there was some compelling reason for its consideration (e.g. a historic tree or stone outcropping prevented meeting the standard).  J. Freitag questioned the need for a turnaround before the existing gate owned by the Crawfords; he reasoned if there was an emergency call to the farm outbuildings or either of the two residences, then those services would have to pass through the gate anyway.  In reply to Freitag’s question, D. Hustad stated once the portion to the west of the gate was abandoned there would be no guarantee that an adequate turn around would be maintained on the private property; therefore, there should be a turnaround to the east of the gate.  J. Freitag and J. Ott both agreed it was their opinions that if anything was to be abandoned by the Town then the entire length of Titus Lane should be abandoned.  
J. Freitag thought the Green County UW Extension Agent may be able to answer whether a sheep can be injured by a cattle guard in response to D. Streiff’s suggestion that such a structure could eliminate the need for the gate and any consideration of abandonment.  J. Ott noted that it is not the obligation of this body to figure out a solution for this problem; the gate owned by the Crawfords blocks a Town Road that is prohibited by Wisconsin Statute 86.04 and should not be reinstalled in the spring of 2011.  D. Hustad recommended the Town develop a plan in the event the gate goes back up in April or May without the Town’s approval to grant a variance or abandonment.  J. Ott recommended the Town Patrolman report back to the Town if the gate is installed.  Deputy Clerk Wright noted that according to §86.04 a 30-day notice is required; a copy of the Statute could be sent in advance of the anticipated date for reinstallation to fulfill the time requirement.  J. Freitag wondered whether this is a matter for Green County Zoning rather than a Town one.  D. Hustad noted it is a Town road and was within our jurisdiction to resolve.  D. Hustad suggested sending a letter to the Crawfords that summarizes the discussions before this body and the obligations for which the Crawfords are responsible.  J. Freitag agreed the Town should be proactive and recommended the Town Board approve a letter to the Crawfords as described by Attorney Hustad; without objection.
b. Deputy Clerk Wright reviewed the application form and fees associated with a Variance Request.  Wright noted that the $235 fee that was adopted on June 19, 2009 by the Town Board is to cover the expense of the per diems of the Board members, the clerk who must take minutes, the printed notification necessary for a Public Hearing.
5. Updates
a. J. Ott reported that his old home was razed on Monday, February 14, 2011 and the remaining timbers burned on February 16, 2011.  Those materials which will not burn will be buried.
b. Attorney Dale Hustad reported to the Town Board that he has begun his Ordinance review (February 8, 2011).  Hustad has shared his recommendations with members of the volunteer subcommittee who will convene to review these suggestions when Town Chair returns from South Carolina in early March, 2011.

c. Deputy Clerk Wright reported that the Town has received no reply to date from the Smithermans in response to the letter sent by Attorney Hustad regarding the cul-de-sac on the Smitherman property.

d. At the February 8, 2011 Regular Town Board meeting an update was given on the Morris Lane issue.  Resident Tom Decker is interested in acquiring the small portion of the Edelweiss Golf Course property to the south of his lot and to the west of Edelweiss Road.  According to those minutes Mr. Decker will approach his neighbor James Gant about possibly taking over Morris Lane as a private road.
e. B. Elkins gave a brief summary of the February 7, 2011 Joint Town/Village Negotiation meeting held at the Town Office.  Most of the discussion was related to the funding of the Public Library based upon the formula proposed by Town Chair Keith Seward.  The joint public works facility was discussed; however, due to the current economic situation this item will likely be less of a priority.
6. The next meeting will be Thursday, March 24, 2011 at 7:00 PM.  Agenda items will include: Possible Review of Borucki Land Division; Review Letter to the Crawfords Regarding Options for Titus Lane; and Updates: Morris Lane; Reply from Village Administrator Owen regarding Joint Town/Village Extraterritorial Zoning Committee review of Borucki property division and Elkins Neighbor Exchange; Joint Town/Village Negotiation Committee; and Response to Hustad letter from Smithermans. D. Streiff moved to adjourn; 2nd by J. Ott.  Meeting adjourned at 8:03 PM.
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