
Town of New Glarus

Joint Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, November 4, 2010
7:00 P.M.
Attendance:  Town Parks Commission members: Russ Whitacre, Chris Narveson, Ellen Caskey, Debi Pesch, and Town Deputy Clerk John Wright.  Village Parks and Recreation Committee members present: Henry Janisch, Darrel Weber, and Village of New Glarus Administrator Nic Owen.
Also in Attendance: Lynn Paron

Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:00 PM with a quorum of Town and Village committee members present.
Chair Whitacre requested that all cell phones be set to silent operation
1. Proof of proper posting was duly noted by Chair Whitacre and Deputy Clerk Wright.

2. Motion to approve the agenda made by H. Janisch; 2nd by D. Weber.  Motion carried.

3. C. Narveson moved to accept the minutes of 100819 as presented; 2nd H. Janisch.  Motion carried.
4. Discussion of Concept of Joint Community Center.  Chair Whitacre recapped the previous discussion about a potential joint community center possibly located in the Village Hall when the New Glarus Public Library builds a new facility.  H. Janisch reported that he visited the websites mentioned by P. Raskovic at the August 19, 2010 meeting.  Janisch thought that the library space would be well situated next to the Village Park, Glarner Park, and the Police Department.  Chair Whitacre asked if there was a center like this in a surrounding community; none in attendance were aware of one.  Janisch thought the library space would work well without the need for excessive renovation.  The following is a list of suggested resources and purposes for the proposed joint community center:

· It could include books, games, computers, and televisions (Janisch)

· It could have a dual purpose as a senior and youth center (Pesch)
· It could encourage and foster socialization skills between peers and intergenerational participants (Whitacre)

· Costs could be kept down by staffing with volunteer help (Janisch)

· It could include an intergenerational tutoring/mentoring program (Pesch)

· Academic activities could be emphasized more than sports which are provided currently through the New Glarus School District (Janisch)
Narveson relayed a personal experience story of a community center that was built but seldom open because of the costs of staffing.  Janisch thought that donations would be easy to secure for such a worthwhile venture.  Chair Whitacre suggested that the group continue to brainstorm and outline potential activities that could take place in this type of facility.  E. Caskey thought this might be a powerful motivator for a wealthy benefactor(s) to step forward to get the project moving forward.  The group agreed that P. Raskovic would be a valuable resource for organizing fund raising.
5. Review Skate Park Plan with Its Author Kent Anderson.  R. Whitacre asked if there was any further thought on the topic and noted Mr. Anderson had not been contacted.  Nic Owen stated that the suggested location in Anderson’s proposal was next to the depot which houses the Chamber of Commerce.  Administrator Owen noted that limitations for parking in that area would rule this location out.  H. Janisch thought there might be an area within Backtown that would be appropriate for this type of recreational resource.  Audience member Lynn Paron stated that Monroe has a skate park.  C. Narveson asked Ms. Paron how much interest she thought there was within the New Glarus community for a skate park; she was uncertain but did personally know of a handful of individuals who have interest.  H. Janisch asked what construction would be favored: concrete or plywood; there was brief discussion regarding the safety and construction pros and cons of each.
N. Owen stated that the original project was going to be funded and constructed by the group of teens who worked with Kent Anderson.  E. Caskey recalled that Mr. Anderson acted as a spokesperson/mentor for an enthusiastic group of young people who wanted this to come about; she noted that when those young adults grew older the enthusiastic base dissipated and the project was abandoned as a consequence.  It was further noted that Mt. Horeb, Verona, Middleton, and Waunakee have skate parks as well.  Whitacre agreed to do some research on the size, construction, funding, costs, and management of those facilities cited.  Whitacre was curious what the interest level might be within New Glarus so that a priority level could be established for this potential joint project.  
6. Update on Ice Skating Rink at Glarner Park.  N. Owen reported that the Village purchased a 60’ x 80’ liner and silt socks for the perimeter barrier.  According to Owen the silt socks cost approximately $500 and the liner about $467.  H. Janisch asked who will be in charge of turning off the lights at Glarner Park when the skate park is to be closed.  There was brief discussion regarding an automatic timer, a switch accessible to the public on a timer set to 30 minute increments, and whether switches were available to control individual lights.  N. Owen thought that the wiring was one switch that controlled all the lights; all on or all off are probably the current choices.  E. Caskey suggested advertising this joint recreational opportunity in the Friday folders distributed to grade school and junior high school students.  Other suggestions for notifying the public included placing an ad in the Post Messenger Recorder and placing posters around town.  
N. Owen anticipated an opening date for the skating rink by December 1, 2010.  C. Narveson recalled that the Town Parks Commission was prepared to pay for the liner.  Village Administrator Owen stated that New Glarus Vision Youth will donate $400 towards the project.  E. Caskey asked Owen what if any volunteer work the Town Parks members could do; he replied that snow removal from the rink surface on weekends would be helpful.  C. Narveson moved to approve $500 towards the ice skating rink payable to the Village of New Glarus from the remaining money in the 2010 Trail Development Fund; 2nd E. Caskey.  No further discussion; motion carried.  This check will need to be requested from Town Clerk-Treasurer Salter so that it can be approved by the Town Board on November 9, 2010.
7. Public Comments.  N. Owen stated he has received several requests from Village residents about a dog park; he asked for this item to be added to a future joint agenda for discussion; without objection.  R. Whitacre reported that someone at the New Glarus High School had received a grant to purchase equipment for disk golf.
8. The next meeting was scheduled for 7:00 PM on Wednesday, February 2, 2011 at the Village Hall Boardroom.  Agenda items will include: Continue Discussion of a Joint Community Center; Discuss a Joint Dog Park; Updates: Hoesly Pond and Glarner Park Skating Rink.
9. Motion to adjourn: H. Janisch made a motion to adjourn; 2nd D. Weber at 8:00 PM.  Motion carried.
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