TAX COLLECTION AGREEMENT


This Agreement, by and between the Town of New Glarus (Town) and Green County (County), as follows:


Whereas, pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 74.10 and 66.0301, the Town has agreed to contract with the County as its agent, and the County has agreed to act as such agent, for processing the collection of first and full payments of real and personal property taxes, special assessments and special charges through January 31, of each tax year covered by this agreement, for all portions of the Town located within Green County, the parties hereto agree as follows:

I.
Agency Relationship Created

A. The Town shall act as principal under this Agreement and the county shall be its agent, acting in a fiduciary capacity for the Town, in the billing and collection of real and personal property taxes, special assessments and special charges.  In carrying out its duties under this Agreement, the County shall be vested with all powers and shall be subject to all responsibilities, duties and obligations conferred and imposed upon the Town of New Glarus by Chapters 70, 74 and 75 of the Wisconsin State Statutes.

II.
Tax Bill Preparation

A. The Town shall promptly provide the Treasurer’s office with current data including tax roll information, special assessments and charges, valuations, and all other information necessary for the preparation of the tax bills.

B. Due to the necessary time to physically print the bills, and because of the large volume of tax bills, the tax bills will be produced on a first-come-first-served basis.  The County shall prepare the tax bills for the Town in accordance with the law. 

C. Tax bills shall be sorted and collated according to a mutually agreed upon order.  The Town may include a one page document to be inserted with each tax bill.  The insert will be on 8 1/2 x 11 paper.  The Town shall provide all the necessary copies of the insert to the County.  If the Town provides an insufficient number of inserts to the County, the County may make additional copies and bill the Town twenty-five cents (.25) per copy.
D. The County shall mail the real and personal property tax bills, within five (5) working days after being printed.  The Town shall reimburse the county for the amount of postage required to mail the tax bills.

III.
Settlement Procedures

A. The County agrees to collect real and personal property taxes, special assessments, and special charges and to remit these collections to the Town on each Friday through automated clearing house (ACH) deposits to the Town’s bank account or other mutually agreed upon location.  The Town shall pay the County on or before February 20, 2012 $.85 per collected parcel.  Receipts will be mailed by the County if a self addressed stamped envelope has been received from the taxpayer.

B. On or before January 15 and February 20, 2012, the Town shall settle with all taxing jurisdictions as provided in Wisconsin Statutes 74.23 and 74.25.  The County will provide documentation and printed reports of posted payments to the Town prior to the settlement deadlines.

IV
General Provisions

A. The County agrees to provide adequate staffing during the tax collection period to effectively handle the volume of taxpayers making payments.

B. This agreement shall be for a period of one (1) year beginning November 13, 2011 and ending November 12, 2012.  The Agreement may be renewed annually by mutual consent.

C. The Town agrees to defend and indemnify, save and hold harmless the County, its officers, agents and employees, from and against all losses, damages, costs, charges, expenses (including attorney’s fees), causes of action, suits, claims, (including claims under any workers compensation or occupation disease law), demands, judgments and liabilities arising out of the performance of this Agreement which is not due to the negligence or other fault of the County.

V
Collection Procedures

A. The Town agrees to place at least two (2) announcements in the newspaper designated by the municipality, one (1) in December and one (1) in January, informing Town taxpayers that the first installment payment and full tax payment will be collected by the County.  The announcement will contain information regarding payment of taxes by credit card and e-check including convenience fees charged.  The Town will provide a copy of announcement prior to publication for informational proposes only.

B. The County shall collect, in the manner provided by law, all payments of real and personal property taxes, special charges, and special assessments as agent for the Town.  The County is responsible for these payments and is bonded in sufficient amount to cover the amount of such payments.

C. Payments received at the Town, on or before December 31, 2011 and January 31, 2012 of each year shall be certified as timely by the Town and shall be transmitted to the County on the following workday.

D. The Town shall be responsible for collection of delinquent personal property and omitted tax bills after February 3, 2012. The Town shall notify by August 5, any uncollected omitted taxes.

E. The County, as agent for the Town shall accept advance payments of taxes pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes Sec. 74.13.

F. General tax and payment information shall be available to the public from the County Treasurer’s Office.  Any request received by the Town shall be referred to the County.

G. Notices required or deemed advisable under the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall be addressed in writing and delivered, personally or via certified mail, return receipt requested, to the following representatives of the parities hereto:

County:
Sherri Hawkins




Green County Treasurer




1016 16th Ave




Monroe, WI  53566


         Town:
Town of New Glarus




PO Box 448 




New Glarus, WI  53508
VI.
Subsequent Changes in State Law

A. If changes in state law occur during the course of this Agreement, which substantially change tax collection methods or requirements, either party may elect to terminate this Agreement.  Any material violation of the terms of this Agreement shall be grounds for termination upon ninety days written notice.

The parties hereto, having read and understood the entirety of this Agreement, consisting of four (4) typewritten pages, including this one, hereby affix their duly authorized signatures.

Green County By:

___________________________________

_____________________

Sherri Hawkins





Date

Green County Treasurer

___________________________________

_____________________

Arthur Carter






Date

Green County Board Chair

Town of New Glarus by:

___________________________________

_____________________

Pattie Salter






Date

Town Treasurer

___________________________________

_____________________

Keith Seward






Date

Town Board Chair

