New Glarus Town Parks Commission 2009 Review
Membership:

Incoming:
Ellen Caskey, Chuck Sasso


Outgoing:
Nancy Galhouse, Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney

Projects Completed:

1. February – Purchased digital projector and screen to be used for future seminars and Town meetings.   Received $708 from Wisconsin Environmental Education Board to offset costs related to 2008 Land Trust Seminar.
2. March – annual roadside trash pickup scheduled for April 25 – Board members Narveson and Talarczyk completed road clean up in their local areas.

3. April – Members Sasso, Shaffer, Mahoney and Whitacre participated in Village Arbor Day Tree Planting in Valle Tell area and in other locations.  Town Parks Commission contributed $300 toward the purchase of trees

4. April – unused budget surplus from 2008 budget ($1,555) earmarked for Town Hall/Park sinking fund.

5. May - Board approved expenditure of $1,800 to EC3 for removal of invasive plant species in the gifted land on Windmill Ridge.

6. July – EC3 removed invasive species from Wind Mill Ridge Property with use of FECON machine.

7. July – Chair Whitacre participated in a tour of the Old Town Hall as part of a  project to determine future use as a meeting place, event center, library or other to be determine use.

8. August – Board members Sasso, Shaffer and Whitacre assisted with the Alphornman Triathlon conducted in the Village.

9. October – Native seed was purchased for spring 2010 planting in Blue Bird Ridge Conservancy.

A Letter of Eligibility issued by DNR (Lois Aide) for trail development project on Little Sugar River.

Dana Quam-White of Wisconsin DNR presented an overview of Resources and Strategies as it relates to land acquisition.

10. November – Parks Commission website completed and launched.

November – Brochures mailed and press releases sent out for December Conservation Planning workshop.

11. December – Mark O’Leary of Applied Ecological Services was the featured speaker at Conservation Workshop; approximate attendance 16.

12. December – Finalized plans for February 2010 Bluebird Workshop.

Ongoing Activities

1. Increase dialogue with Village of New Glarus Parks and Recreation Committee, Chuck Sasso attended their board meeting in December.

2. Maintained budget for 2009 and contributed surplus to the Town Hall/Park Sinking Fund.
3. Continued to explore land availability for trails, parks and Town Hall while exploring state, federal and other grant opportunities to fund land acquisition.

4. Restoration of Bluebird Ridge Conservancy land with plans for long range regeneration of native plants and grasses and signage.

Projects Worked on but not completed:

1. Development of a regional meeting of towns, villages, counties and other interested entities to promote green space preservation, recreation and parks in our area.

2. Development of a trail system in the Town for recreation and Safe Routes to School.

Media/Publicity/Communications:
1. Workshop Invitations to all Town Residents

2. Presented Workshop on Conservation Planning

3. Press Releases to Post Messenger/Monroe Times/WEKZ

a. Spring Clean Up

b. Conservation Planning Workshop
