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Keith Foye introduced himself and gave a brief overview of the working lands initiative:

· The current version of the Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) began July 1, 2009
· The initial version of this program was adopted in 1981; participation was only for property in areas zoned exclusively for agricultural use or individual farmland preservation agreements
· Under the old system contracts were directly between the landowner and the State; eligible participants received an income tax credit based upon farm income and the amount of property taxes paid—in 2009 income was no longer used to determine the amount of the credit and the maximum credit amount was eliminated
· The current system offers a credit per acre as follows:  $5/acre if enrolled in FPP after July 1, 2009 and located in an Agricultural Enterprise Areas (AEA); $7.50/acre in an area zoned for farmland preservation; and $10/acre if enrolled in FPP after July 1, 2009 and in an AEA zone

· The minimum length of AEA agreements are for fifteen years; zoning is optional for local municipalities and individual landowners within the AEA zone can opt in or out

·  AEA is an area of contiguous land which can be a neighborhood or a section of a Town

· Although County farmland preservation plans are only ones recognized by the State of Wisconsin, the information in the County Plans often are borrowed from local municipal comprehensive plans

· Green County has never had certified zoning for a farmland preservation program

· Rock and Dane County a currently working on their Plans; the schedule of when the Plans are due for completion was determined by estimated population changes between the years 2000 and 2007  

· The State of Wisconsin is willing to provide Green County a grant to carry out the goals to create a County-wide Plan; zoning is decided at the local level

· An incentive for Green County to participate is that it ranks high is corn, soy bean, and dairy production and this can help preserve that economic base and commodity for the future

· Green County is trying to determine whether they will pursue a farmland preservation plan; this will depend upon local interest

Robert Rudd stated the following:

· Green County will pursue a farmland preservation plan if there is enough local interest expressed to warrant it

· Green County’s approach is to work with the sixteen Town representatives in Green County (Dean Streiff is the Town of New Glarus representative and Jim Hoesly is his alternate)  

· Green County’s role in the process is to aid the sixteen member committee, not to create the Plan for them

·  The State-sponsored tax credits will be eliminated unless the Towns participate in a farmland preservation plan on a County level

· The future land use plan contained in the local comprehensive plan will be used by the local municipality to determine future development in the next fifteen years and what areas are expected to remain in agricultural use (including MFL and CRP properties)

· Local municipalities should contact local farmers and large property owners to determine their interest in having their property included in a farmland preservation plan (the land zoning will not change or its use restricted)

· Each Town will produce a farmland preservation map based on the goals and objectives in the local comprehensive plan

· Each municipality will submit their completed map to Green County who will submit the maps to DATCP

· One criterion DATCP will use to judge the justification for included land is that it mirrors the objectives of the local comprehensive plans

· If DATCP approves the local plans, then Green County will combine the information into one map for the County

· Some Counties will create a farmland preservation zoning district within the text of the County Zoning Ordinance, which can be a separate chapter of that ordinance; State statutes are prescriptive regarding what can be contained within these ordinances and DATCP must approve before they can be enacted

· Property owners can request farmland preservation zoning for their land; they cannot be forced, the process must remain elective

· AEAs must have at least five participating land owners; the preference is for large tracts of land

· AEAs can contain active or passive agricultural uses

· The reason some landowners don’t enroll in these programs is the conversion fee required to terminate before the fifteen years is completed; under the proposed State  budget (currently under litigation) this conversion fee is eliminated

